Introduction
In 1862 Jan described the monotypic snake genus Elapotinus with the species picteti based on a single specimen without locality data (Jan 1862a , and reprint in the same year 1862b), which is still housed in the collection of the Muséum d'Histoire naturelle de Genève (MHNG). The description itself lacks an explanation for the species name "Picteti", but it has been named almost certainly in honour of François Jules Pictet de la Rive (27 September 1809 -15 March 1872), professor of zoology, palaeontology, and comparative anatomy at the University of Genève, from whom Giorgio Jan received specimens for examination (Beolens et al. 2011 , Weber pers. com. 2011 . For his time the description was unusually comprehensive and Jan classified the species within his very diverse "Calamaridae" group. Later in 1863 Jan listed his new taxon again in the "Elenco", the annotated checklist to the Iconografia Generale, a book with illustrations of snakes, where the holotype is pictured (Jan & Sordelli 1865: 13 Livr., pl. III, fig. 1 ). In the "Elenco" Elapotinus is listed as "Aglyphodonta" in the subfamily Elapomorphinae as part of the family Calamaridae, whereas the remaining genera of the today Aparallactinae are mentioned under the group "Glyphodonta" of the Elapomorphinae. In 1873 the new genus was listed in the Nomenclator Zoologicus (Marschall 1873). In his contribution to the Neotropical genus Elapomorphus, Strauch (1884) Pararhadinaea albignaci Domergue, 1984 : 153-Glaw & Vences 1994 Raxworthy & Nussbaum 1994a : 68, 1994b Wallach 1998: 195; Cadle 1999: 411; Mattison 1999: 168; Raselimanana et al. 2000: 162; Rakotomalala & Raselimanana 2003: 158, 167, 174, 187, 189, 193 Vidal et al. 2008: 52; D'Cruze et al. 2008: 50; Cadle 2009: 492; Zaher et al. 2009: 137; Nagy et al. 2012: 6, 8; Pyron et al. 2013a: 48; Pyron et al. 2013b: 972; Uetz & Hallermann 2013: web site; Wallach et al. 2014: 288. Exallodontophis albignaci -Cadle 1999: 414; Cadle 2003 Cadle : 1003 Hutchins et al. 2003: 560; Rakotomalala & Raselimanana 2003: 175; Raxworthy 2003: 944; Brogard 2005: 182; Glaw, Vences & Nussbaum 2005: 278; Rakotondravony 2006: 112, 118, 124, 125, 133, 139, 140; Glaw & Vences 2007: 430; Cundall & Irish 2008: 572, 639; D'Cruze et al. 2008: 50; Franzen et al. 2009: 178; Durkin et al. 2011: 216; Nagy et al. 2012: fig. S2 , S3, S4, Tab. S1; Uetz & Hallermann 2013: website; Wallach et al. 2014: 289. Pictures are published in: Elapotinus picteti -Jan 1862b: pl. e; Jan & Sordelli 1865: 13 Livr., pl. III, fig. 1 ; Witte & Laurent 1947: 15; Pararhadinaea albignaci-Domergue 1984: 154, 155; Raxworthy & Nussbaum 1994b: 32; Exallodontophis albignaci-Cadle 1999: 412, 413, 429; Glaw & Vences 2007: 431. 
